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SCOTCH THISTLE 
Onopordum acanthium 


Scotch thistle, Qnopordum 
acanthium, is rapidly becoming 

a serious range problem, par- 
ticularly in eastern Oregon. 

The weed has invaded estab- 
lished crested wheatgrass 
seedings in the Vale district. 
It is reported to grow in sandy 
to clay soil at elevations up 

to 6,000 feet with rainfall from 
8 inches to 14 inches. The pro- 
lific seed crop remains viable 
for long periods of time making 
it necessary to repeatedly treat 
infested areas to maintain 
control. 


The weed is biennial with tall, 
erect stems growing in scattered 
to dense stands to a height of 
six feet or more. 


At the present time, definite 
control measures have not been 
determined. The ARS is conducting 
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studies on the ecology and control of the plant. Two pounds of 2,4-D per 
acre with a wetting agent applied when the plant is in the rosette state 


(not more than 6 to 8" high) is reported to give control. 


A persistent 


spray program is necessary in order to prevent large concentrated 


infestations. 
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